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of the crane when lifting maximum loads across the track. They are supported loosely in straps as shown, and in these figures they are in a single length, so that they always stand out on each side. When this is objectionable, they are made of telescopic form, to slide in and out, or they are hinged, to lay close to the truck when not in service. Instead of girders, broad blocks operated with vertical screws in sliding bearings standing out from the sides of the truck are sometimes fitted, the blocks being lowered to rest on the ground when required. Timber packing is laid beneath the ends of the girders which are shown in the figures. Sometimes customers will have both rail clips and blocking girders fitted to cranes, as in Fig. 102, to be able to use either at discretion, or that which happens to be more convenient
The usual form of rail clips is shown in Fig. 103. Each pair of clips A is suspended from a plate B bolted on the truck by the screwed loop c. When not in service they are elevated by the screw. When required they are dropped into place, and secured by letting the loose clip D drop over them.